365 DataScience Open, close, read, write and
append to files in Python

Step 1 Open/Create a file

# If a file with the specified name does not exist, Python creates a ne
w one with that name.

# You can find the file in the same directory as the notebooR.

# We open the text file in 'write' mode.

# Whenever you open a file in 'w' mode, you start writing the file from
scratch even if there was information 1inside.

# If you wish to *add* information to the file, then the 'append' mode
has to be used instead.

# The 'append' mode is discussed Llater in the notebooRk.

f = open('piet-hein.txt', 'w")

Step 2 Write to the file

# Write a poem to the file

f.write( 'Whenever you\'re called on to make up your mind, \n\
and you\'re hampered by not having any, \n\

the best way to solve the dilemma, you\'ll find, \n\

is simply by spinning a penny. \n\

No - not so that chance shall decide the affair \n\

while you\'re passively standing there moping; \n\

but the moment the penny is up in the air, \n\

you suddenly know what you\'re hoping.")

# It is very 1important to close the file once you are done manipulating
it.

# Otherwise, you risk lLoosing the information that's inside.

f.close()

Step 3 Append to the file
# Open the file in 'append' mode
f = open('piet-hein.txt', 'a")

# Write the infromation you want to append to the file
f.write('\n\nA poem by Piet Hein')

# As usual, don't forget to close the file
f.close()

Step 4 Read the file

# In order to read the file, we need to open it again but this time 1in
'read’ mode

f = open('piet-hein.txt', 'r'")



# Print the text 1inside the file
print(f.read())

# Don't forget to close the file
f.close()

Step 5 The preferable way to open files
# It is very common to forget to close a file after using 1it.
# Therefore, the syntax below 1s the preferable way to open files as th
ey are closed automatically!
with open('piet-hein.txt", 'r') as f:
print(f.read())

Step 6 Read the file line by line
# Open the file in 'read' mode.
# Iterate through the Lines in the file and print them out.
with open('piet-hein.txt', 'r') as f:
for line in f.readlines():
print(line, end = ")

Start your 365 Journey!
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